
Final report of the Open RIA Meeting “Euclid Spain Meeting” 

1. Introduction and objectives  
 

  
With the launch on July 1, 2023 of the European Space Agency's Euclid space mission, 
an opportunity opens up for the scientific exploitation of the mission. To date, the Spanish 
contribution to the mission has been mainly through work teams that have participated in 
the construction of the mission instruments and continue to actively participate in the 
development of its software and in the generation of simulations to evaluate the 
observation strategy and prepare the arrival of the data. In turn, the scientific groups 
actively collaborate in the development of the techniques and methodology that will be 
applied to carry out the analysis and interpretation of the results, to achieve the mission 
objectives. 
 
The meeting wants to encourage and coordinate the participation of other Spanish groups 
to carry out the scientific exploitation that will begin with the arrival of the data obtained by 
the mission. To get the most out of the data acquired from space we need to complement 
it with terrestrial data. In this sense, the Spanish community is strategically well-
positioned given the observational resources that it has access to, such as, for example, 
spectroscopic monitoring with telescopes like GTC or the WHT; complement with images 
in other filters (e.g., OAJ, CAHA, ORM) or monitoring in other wavelengths such as radio 
facilities (e.g., Yebes, IRAM). 
 
The meeting aims to address these emerging possibilities and future collaborations in our 
community. Likewise, we plan to dedicate a session to the possible synergies between 
the Euclid mission and other projects in which Spain has a leadership role, both 
instrumental and scientific, such as PAUS from the WHT and ARRAKIHS from ESA, the 
latter recently selected as a Fast mission (F). 

 

2. SOC and LOC 

Scientific Organizing Committee (SOC):  
● Fernando Buitrago (Universidad de Valladolid) 
● Jorge Carretero (Centro de Investigaciones Energéticas, Medioambientales y Tecnológicas / 
Port d'Informació Científica) 
● Francisco Castander (Co-chair, Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
● Anastasio Díaz (Universidad Politécnica de Cartagena) 
● José María Diego (Instituto de Física de Cantabria) 
● Helena Domínguez-Sánchez (Centro de Estudios de Física del Cosmos de Aragón) 
● Anna Ferré-Mateu (Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias) 
● Pablo Fosalba (Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
● Elizabeth González (Institut de Fisica d'Altes Energies / Port d'Informació Científica) 
● Marc Huertas-Company (Co-chair, Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias) 
● Eduardo Martín (Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias) 
● Cristóbal Padilla (Institut de Fisica d'Altes Energies) 



● Sladana Radinovic (Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
 
 
 
Local Organizing Committee (LOC):  
● Zahra Baghkhani (Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
● Jorge Carretero (Centro de Investigaciones Energéticas, Medioambientales y Tecnológicas / 
Port d'Informació Científica) 
● Ricard Casas (Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio 
● Francisco Castander (Co-Chair, Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
● Pablo Fosalba (Co-Chair, Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
● Elizabeth González (Institut de Física d’Altes Energies/Port d’Informació Científica) 
● Álvaro Montoro (Co-Chair, Instituto de Ciencias del Espacio) 
   

3. Organization and participants  

Include key details about the organization of the meeting: 
◆ Type of Event: The meeting was held in person with the possibility of remote 

attendance via zoom connection. Most of the participants attended in person. Only 
a few remotely. Most talks were given in person, a few were given remotely.  

◆ Dates: April 18-19, 2024 
◆ Venue: the meeting was held at the Alberto Lobo conference room at the Instituto 

de Ciencias del Espacio (ICE-CSIC). There was zoom connection available for 
remote participation.  

◆ Visits: None. We organise a meeting dinner. 
◆ Media Announcement: The meeting was announced with an email sent to the SEA 

distribution list and also in the Slack channel of the Spanish participants of the 
Euclid Consortium. 

Participant Statistics: 
◆ Total Number: there were 79 registered participants. 64 (81%) in person and 15 

(19%) remotely. 
◆ Gender and Diversity Balance: Of the 79 registered participants 57 (72%) were men 

and 22 (28%) women. 47 (59%) participants were Early Career Scientist (ECS, 
students and postdocs) and 32 (41%) had permanent positions. There were 44 
talks: 17 were invited talks and 27 contributed talks. 5 (11%) talks were given 
remotely by zoom. 34 (77%) talks were given by men and 10 (23%) talks by 
women. 20 (43%) talks were given by ECS and 27 (57%) talks were given by 
permanents staff. 

Inclusion of Meeting Photos: Conference picture taken at the ICE-CSIC patio 



 

4. Specific contributions related to ICTSs/RIA  

We had a talk from Isabel Perez Grande from the Spanish Space Agency (AEE) 
summarising the funding opportunities for space science in Spain. 

We had a talk from Bruno Altieri from ESA telling us about how to access the Euclid data 
distributed by ESA. 

We had a talk by Silvia Bonoli from the Donostia International Physics Center who talked 
about the synergies between the Observatorio de Javalambre (an ICTS) and Euclid. 

We had a discussion session where we talked about the synergies and the role that the 
Spanish ICTS, and in particular GTC, OOCC, CAHA and OAJ, can have in exploiting the 
Euclid data and how our community can take advantage of them. 

5. Sponsors  

The RIA is the only sponsor of the meeting that covered the coffee breaks expenses and 
the hiring of the meeting room. 

6. Media impact  

The meeting appeared in the news of the ICE-CSIC 



https://www.ice.csic.es/news/news-press-releases?view=article&id=516&catid=8 

and it was posted in the social media of the institute. 

7. Summary of the meeting  

The meeting was organised as an in-person meeting with general talks to inform the 
community of the status of the mission and the Spanish contributions to the mission and 
the possibilities of scientific exploitation. The second part of the meeting had contributed 
talks from the participants to show work that is being done in our community related to 
Euclid. The third part consisted in an open discussion session to delve deeper into these 
topics and debate collaboration strategies between Spanish scientific groups and how to 
better exploit the Spanish ICTS for the benefit of the Euclid scientific exploitation by our 
community. 

The feedback from the participants was very positive as this has been the first meeting 
related to the Euclid mission in Spain and has served to better know and understand what 
the groups in Spain are doing regarding the mission. We decided to have annual meetings 
following this one as a forum for our community to put in common our work related to 
the Euclid mission and coordinate its scientific exploitation.  

 

Appendix.  

The web page of the meeting is: 
https://indico.ice.csic.es/event/39/ 

All the details of the meeting can be found in this web page. 

Participant list 

https://indico.ice.csic.es/event/39/registrations/participants 

Programme 

https://indico.ice.csic.es/event/39/timetable/#all 

Meeting code of conduct 

https://indico.ice.csic.es/event/39/page/94-code-of-conduct 

 

 
 

https://www.ice.csic.es/news/news-press-releases?view=article&id=516&catid=8
https://indico.ice.csic.es/event/39/
https://indico.ice.csic.es/event/39/timetable/#all

